
LOON CHICKS

Only hours after hatching, the chick or chicks are moved to a shallow, protected
“nursery” waterside site so the adults can leave to go fishing. When discovered
accidentally, they must be left alone. DO NOT “RESCUE” THEM.  They are NOT
abandoned. Their parents are fully in charge

The hatchling has a  pure white belly and a coat of  fine black down for the first two weeks, and the five

we have had weighed from 85g to 110g, similar to others in the wild. Only hours after hatching, they

begin preening, and the parents soon move them from the nest to a shallow, protected nursery site.

After about two weeks, this black fuzziness is replaced with bigger brown fluff  for another two weeks

before the flight-feathers begin to push out.

Unfortunately, small chicks are sometimes naïvely taken from the wild. Four of  ours came from

people who found them near the nest, wrongly assuming them to be abandoned and “rescuing” them,

in two cases even peeling away the eggshell, a shocking and irresponsible intrusion. No doubt they did

not know that loon chicks peep in the shell as early as four days before they hatch, and that those two

eggs—loons only lay two eggs—hatch at different times, usually between 8 to 24 hours but as long as

52 hours apart  and that the chick needs no help from parent or human to exit—and unless moribund,

will emerge when its time is right.

Of  those peeled, one died soon while the other survived with us for a few days because the “peel-

er” adamantly refused to return it to its nest located on an island in a nudist colony, which rather wilted

my desire to rush the chick back myself  (what does one wear?) While I tried to find suitable wild fosters

the hatchling deteriorated, for the shock of  such a jagged, premature birth must have been severe and

our attempted care completely inadequate. If  you are not a loon, you can’t do it.

Two other hatchlings were dying of  injuries when we received them; one had been hit on the head

by a boat (witnessed) the other bitten from below and was eviscerating, perhaps attacked by a non-pa-

rental adult loon, a turtle, or even a fish; in fish-processing plants, loon chick remains have been identi-

fied in the bellies of  large northern pike. Statistics put the average family size at 1.5 chicks or less a

year—many die or are preyed on, and not even every healthy chick will survive.   But that is no ration-

ale for interfering when a chick is found. The urgency is that the chick, if  healthy, is immediately re-

turned to the site of  origin; or to his parents, or even (ocasionally) a foster family.  See following story.
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The following is an excerpt from my last book, Loons, Ospreys and Grebes  (available from me)



Loon parent swims away
with its chick (snugged

up to loon’s right breast)

In eastern Ontario summer 1997, a lock-

keeper found a chick paddling beside the

lock gate just as a large motorboat was to

be let out. To prevent the chick from be-

ing sucked under the gate by the inflow,

the lock-keeper scooped it up and passed

it to the boaters, one of  whom tele-

phoned me.

 As  returning it promptly to the

site where it had been found (nearly al-

ways the wisest thing to do) was thought

too hazardous, I asked the caller to quick-

ly return the chick to the parents, describ-

ing the best way I know, which is to ap-

proach the parents by boat and toss the

chick at them. While tossing babies fris-

bee-fashion is against human nature, loon

chicks are so fluffy and buoyant that they

SUCCESSFUL RETURN OF A LOON CHICK

Determined loon father approaches
boat and his offspring, who has just

been set in lake

plop down like a cork on the waves and are taken into the parental fold without comment.

So with the peeping chick on a lap, the friends motored out toward a loon family, one (the fe-

male) with a back-riding chick. When, at a respectful distance the engine was silenced, they were all sur-

prised to see the other adult loon head straight for them until it was right beside the boat, within touch-

ing distance of  an outstretched hand:  this adult had responded to the call of  the chick. The lady

hurriedly set the chick in the water beside the boat, but it slid under the back platform, unseen by the

adult. With difficulty she retrieved  the chick, and this time took courage and tossed it a short distance

into the view of  the adult, who approached the chick, and together they turned their backs and paddled

away to join the rest of  the family.

All four were seen together on subsequent days.

parents don’t abandon.  People misinterpret

 rear of boat

chick (black
blob)

Kit Chubb



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


